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Originally published in London in 1816, The Narrative of Robert Adams is an account of the

adventures of an African American seaman who survives shipwreck, slavery, and brutal efforts to

convert him to Islam, before being ransomed to the British consul. Robert Adams's story is

accompanied by contemporary essays and notes ranking his experience in the context of African

exploration at the time. The book's introduction examines Adams's contemporary credibility in

relation to literary genres of the slave narrative and the Barbary Captivity narrative.
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'From an Africanist point of view the book's strengths lie rather in the fact that it assembles not only

the original text, ... but also two contemporary essays published in the North American Review the

following year. The book is enjoyable to read, the preface includes useful background information,

and the index is helpful.' The Journal of African History

First published in London in 1816, The Narrative of Robert Adams is the story of the adventures of

Robert Adams, an African American seaman who survives shipwreck, slavery, and brutal efforts to

convert him to Islam, before being ransomed to the British consul. Adams's story is accompanied by

contemporary essays which place it in the context of 19th century European exploration. It is

preceded by an introduction by Professor Charles Adams which examines Adams's credibility in

light of modern knowledge of Africa and discusses the story's literary and historical significance.



Interesting read, nothing wrong with it, but just not as gripping as some other books I read in

preparation for a trip to west Africa.
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